New heritable fragile site at 15q13 in both members of a nonconsanguineous couple.
The detection of a fragile site in a patient often causes concerns due to its potential significance and the necessity to be followed-up properly with genetic counseling. Here we present a new heritable fragile site at 15q13, which was spontaneously expressed at a high frequency in lymphocytes culture of both members of a nonconsanguineous couple with recurrent abortions. The fragile site was not detected in the parents of the female, while the male had inherited it from his father. The fragile site was seen > or =85% of cells in all the carriers. To the best of our knowledge, the presence of this fragile site is being described for the first time under different culture conditions. While it looks like the fragile site is harmless in all carriers, having heterozygosity in the couple may lead to homozygous offspring that could result in fetal loss.